Barnet Local Dental Committee

Minutes of the meeting held on Zoom video conference on Monday 4th April 2022
Present: K Rughani (Chairman) A Ross (AR), S Kakkad, S Popat, F Ramjohn (FR), N Radia, N Patel, P Patel, C Small (CS), N Radia, M Andi (MA), R Chopra
1. Apologies for absence: 
2. Minutes: Meeting held 25th January 2022 were agreed.

3. Matters arising: There were no matters arising.

4. Chairman’s report:
Radhika Chopra was welcomed to the committee

The new financial year had started with no news about targets for the coming year or reconciliation for the year just passed. The profession was being treated with disdain by the government.
5. Secretary’s report: 
NHS England – Three meetings g almost entirely on the delivery of an additional £8M of government funding which was to be spent in an eight week period. They admitted that they had no idea what the year-end process would look like. Three contracts had been given back in Barnet.
RLG of LDCs – BDA has no idea what NHS is thinking in terms of new contract. Usual gripes about lack of money but perhaps for once MPs are on the side of dentists. 
London LDCs are incorporating.

Health & Wellbeing – Using existing communications channels, such as websites and WhatsApp groups. Was due to land on practices on 14th March.
Learning would only take about 45 minutes and was best done in evenings.

They are holding an award ceremony for best practice. AR was to be a judge.
Barnet training hub – had delivered a lecture to care home staff on dental care in that setting. AR had contributed but the two main speakers had been Andrew Read and Rakhee Patel. The presentation and Q & A had lasted an hour and was very well received. There are only four domiciliary contracts in London with one in NCL. Barnet has the highest number of care homes in London.
Lecture / Symposium– A clinical lecture on oral cancer and its management was given by Prof K Andi at Hilton DoubleTree. It  was attended by around 75 team members. Numbers were well down on usual; perhaps because of the clinical subject matter and maybe because of concerns about Covid.
It was agreed to hold another clinical lecture in early autumn: subject matter to be perio or oral surgery.
ICS (Integrated Care Systems) – There had been no further meetings with a couple of dates cancelled at late notice.
Elections are due to be held with term of office complete for F Ramjohn, K Rughani, P Patel and A Ross.

A Ross can no longer stand for committee membership as he is no longer an eligible practitioner. Should the committee so decide, he can remain Secretary.

6.  GDPC:  (FR) reported that little progress on any issues. 100% contract levels from April 1st was a likelihood and nothing had been heard about year-end. (CS) commented that it was impossible to maintain and manage hitting quarterly targets, especially as a DF trainer.
Paediatric MCN: (MA) reported that there had been a couple of meetings but none recently. GDPs were encouraged to increase radiography for children. There was an initiative for school visits to apply F varnish with accompanying explanatory leaflets.
7. Treasurer’s report: Account balance £25850.29
8. Next meeting and AGM: Monday 20th June 2022 at 7.00 p.m. With dinner.

 Porters Park Golf Club, Shenley Hill, Radlett WD7 7AZ  (tbc).
Following discussion, there was a small majority in favour of a face to face meeting. A hybrid meeting on Zoom! could be attempted.

9. Any other business: CS suggested a Zoom! Meeting of the Peer Review WhatsApp group to discuss recruitment issues and the possible sharing of staff.
